
 

UNIVERSIDAD  

 DE COSTA RICA 
The University of Costa Rica (UCR) was established 

as the body responsible for higher education in 

Costa Rica through a constitutional decree in 1940. 

Since then it has grown to be the second largest 

institution in Central America and the leading natio-

nal and regional institution in research and acade-

mic development. 

  

As one of the top ranked Universities in the region, 

UCR is one of the most prestigious universities in 

Latin America. Its programs and curricula are in a 

continual process of self-evaluation, assessment 

and accreditation at a national and international 

level to ensure the best level of studies and 

teaching at the University. Overall, UCR is responsi-

ble for 60% of the research done in Costa Rica and 

50% of the scientific and academic research con-

ducted in Central America.  

 

UCR has six academic areas administered by a 

Dean: Liberal Arts, Basic Sciences, Social Sciences, 

Food and Agricultural Sciences, Health and Engi-

neering that branch into 13 different Faculties. 

Most faculties are composed by different schools, 

administered by their Directors and the correspon-

ding Collegiate Assembly. UCR also has an interdis-

ciplinary; research oriented Graduate Studies Pro-

gram that hosts the leading  scholars in the region. 

 

UCR’s home campus is located near the center of 

the Costa Rican capital city of San Jose. It is home to 

the majority of its 438 academic programs; 225 

undergraduate programs, 205 graduate and special-

ization programs, and 8 doctoral interdisciplinary 

programs.  

Year of Foundation: 

1940 

Student Population: 

38, 000 Undergraduate 

5,000    Graduate  

A Network of Campuses: 

1 Home campus, 5 Regional 

Campuses and 4 Branch 

Campuses  

Contact:  

Oficina de Asuntos Internacionales y Cooperación Externa 
5º Nivel, Edificio Administrativo A  

Ciudad Universitaria Rodrigo Facio, 
San José, Costa Rica 

 oaice@ucr.ac.cr                      

http://www.oaice.ucr.ac.cr/en.html  

UCR’s Research Complex has 42 research cen-

ters and 11 institutes. To extend its outreach 

into the country the UCR also has 5 regional 

campuses and 4 branch campuses in different 

parts of Costa Rica.   

 

Social responsibility is an integral part of the 

University. UCR projects seek to involve stu-

dents and faculty with the community. UCR 

students and teachers commit to the needs of 

society through research programs oriented 

towards the improvement of society and inte-

gral community service programs.  

 

As part of its internationalization process, the 

UCR promotes and strengthens academic ex-

changes for academic, scientific, and cultural 

growth. UCR seeks to create new partnership 

opportunities with institutions from around the 

world to improve its curricula and the academic 

quality of its staff and teachers. Strategies for 

student and academic mobility originate in the 

interest of becoming a leading institution in the 

region for academic internationalization and 

development.  


